SLASOIFTLATIVIN - o ——

T g g ST T YR ¢
" INFORMATION REPORT  op o, X A

o

SUBJECT  Abertamy Uranfum Minea W NO. OF PAGES 3

25X1A

race o | NOSLENALS. 1 sketen
’ CLISTED BELOW)
ACQUIgEDy) |

DATE OF INFO.
25X1X

L ]
{OUNTRY Czechoslovﬁkia CONF IDEN.”AL DATEDISTR. Y4 .Uy 4o

SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.

1. The town of Abertamy (K60) lies on a plateau of 200 retors?! elovation.

. Forests streteh from the villago of Pornink to within approxirately 500
meters of Abersamy, vhile the town itanlf 1a surrounded by fields and
meadows, The road lsading from Abertary to Jachymov panses through the
dense forents of the Plesivee mountain region. FPlosivee Mountain it-
self, vhich is 1,027 meters high, 1ies southeast of Abertamy; good pho-
tographs of the region might %o taken “rom this peak. A valley, carved
out by a emall stream, strotches toward Morklin and Karlovy Vary, The
plateau rises gently toward the wect, Horth of Abertamy 45 the small
villape of Hrebéena (Henmatereben), which has been only 30 to 40 per-
cent occupied sinee-the expulsion of the Germans.

2. Abortamy has a population of 1,000 to 1,500, 20 to 30 rercent of shich

. is atill German, The remaining inhabitants are new colonifts from Sleo=
vakia, reratriates from German Upper Silesia, gypsies, and volunteer
miners from Bohemia.

3. A sipgn, "Frontier Custons Bolt", has boen erected on the. southern edre
of Abertamy towmship. Strolling through the fields surrounding the toun
is forbidden. Customs officials, security police, forestry personnel,
and even certain private individuals are authorized to use their fire-
ams against suspieious persons.

4. Shaft I of the Abertamy mines s the only one :hich actually yields urani-
wn ore. A total of 70 miners in tuo shifts works the mine without the aid
of mechanized equipment, Pay is doled out according to work accorplished;
some of the miners are prisoners, Compressed air is mped into the shafte
and is used partly to freshen the atmosphore, The shaft entranes is sur-
rounded by a barbed wire fonce and by three wooden, twelve-foot observation
towers manned by security police with rachine guns and automatic rifles,
Good photographs might he taken of the entire eompound from the last houss
on the rosd to the main entrance.

5:  Shaft I has been producing ore at a prefitable rate only since October 1948,
A figure of two to three cubic moters yer column of four to five men has
been eiteds +this probably refers to dsily Jields. The three horizontal
tunnels of Shaft I reach a depth of 15 to 25 meters, The ecatvalks are
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coverad with water amd the miners are provided with rubber boots. Cpen-
flame earbide lamps are used in the pits.

The neuly-dug- reddish broun to golden oranme ors lies on a wooden plat~
form in the immediate vicinity of the shaft entrance. 014 dunps of ex-
cavated material 1ie to the southeast of the barbed-wire enclosure. In-
nide the fence are several wooden huts »f German origin. The air com-
pressor is located betueen the administration building and the shaft en~
tranees. HNear the administration bulldlng sre a locksmith's gshop, earpontry
workshops, and a fuel dump. The enclosare of Shaft I has two entrancegs
one for workers and the other adjoining one for vehicles. The vehicle
entrance is opposite the security polie: station and opons on Marshal
Stalin Street. The four-ton trucks carrying the ore from the shaft coms
from Jichymov and return there every nizht. Abertamy has only four trucks -
of ils own.

The activities of the Abertamy mines ars administered by the Jdehymov head-
quarters. The miners are well paid, and there is no indication that anyone,
excenting of course the prisoners, has been forced to work st Abertany against
his vill., Persons wishing %o work in tae Abertamy mines mmst first report

at Jachymov, where they undergo physical examinations and s loyalty investi-
gation by the politiecal suthorities, wh> decide whether or not an applicant
is acceptable. Evory miner has a special identity card vith a photograph,
and this must be produced at the entranse to the compound .

Shaft II is approximately six months old and iz not yet beins systematically
worked. Test drillings are still under way. The shaft has heen dug beside
the road to Pernik, between the mechanieal workshop of Joseph Mach and the
Abertamy boarding school. The shaft has been crened bogide a house, Soms
five to six meters behind the house the soil falls off steeply to a depth
of 10 to 15 meters and this artificial lopression stretches for sore 50 to
70 msters along the road. The shaft erploys some 20 ren, mainly prisoners,
Work is supervised by Russian engineers who employ a special deteeting
apraratus,

Shaft III lies along the road to Jichyrov, between the Zenker factory and
the bridge. The underground shafts are horizontal and probably subjoct to
seerage, since miners have been observed wearinas rubber boots. The entrance
to the »it is surrounded by an ordinary fence; the shafts extend under the
road. The main tunnel is 1.5 meters hish and two meters wide; some six
sscondary tunnels extend from the main one. Ilarge houlders are frequently
ancountered and blasting 1s often necessary. The supply of dynamite is
gtrictly controlled, and each explosior must be registered and rerorted.

Shaft IV is the moet recent one and stretches vestwards under a young
orchard between the bridge and stops scme 250 meters short of the Avertamy
swirming pool. Some 20 men, all prisorers, are employed in the excavation
o7 the ore, vhich is ysllow in ecolor. The shaft lies 15 meters higher than
Shaft IIT and is free of water.

One more shaft lies in the forest alonr the road to Jachymov, some 2% to 3
kilometers from Abertamy,
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12, The chairman of the Abertamy political organization 1s ons Miska, a
Iukewarn Corrunist. The secretary is Zeman, a confirmed Party activist.
Other membars of the toun comnittes are Frantisek Ucan and Kouzak. The
latter is not a real Communist.
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13. Ths Abertamy SNUB office occuples a three-story building on Marshal Stalin
street. An SNB major is in command of the 800 (sic) men who guard the
shafts and the prisoners.

Eey to the Map of Abertamy
I, II, III, and IV are the desigmated mine shafts.

1. SEB office la. Post office 1b, Church
2, Abertamy Comrmunist Committee headquarters
3. School
4. Pricon canmp
5, Leather glove factory (B. Zenker)
6. Tannery
7. Doarding sechool
8., Mach meehaneial workshor
9. Gymnagsiur
10, Main square
11, Yorkers' canteen
32, Cinema and bar
13. Hotel Praha
14, Motor workshop
15. Playgmunds
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